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RECOGNIZING SINGER-SONG-
WRITER CLARE BURSON FOR 
BRINGING SOCIAL AWARENESS 
TO THE HOLOCAUST THROUGH 
MUSIC 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize singer and songwriter Clare 
Burson for her work in bringing awareness to 
the Holocaust through music. Chronicled 
through research and stories from her family, 
her new album ‘‘Silver and Ash’’ remembers 
her family and pays tribute to the many Jewish 
men, women and children who suffered and 
died during this dark period in history. 

Clare Burson had always been interested in 
learning her family’s history since the young 
age of 8 years old. However, her grand-
mother, Joci Burson, was reluctant to speak 
about the events that caused her family to flee 
their home in Germany due to the painful 
memories. Joci, who lived in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, would receive letters from family that 
fled to Latvia updating her on their condition. 
Receiving letters from only 1938–1941 was 
undoubtedly a sign that the worst had hap-
pened and forced Joci into mourning and si-
lence about the tragedy that befell the family. 

Clare Burson spent much of her young adult 
life researching her family’s history to gain a 
better understanding of how the Holocaust 
changed her family. Her research led her to 
move to Germany and to travel to Latvia, Lith-
uania and Ukraine—the homes of her ances-
tors. As a result of her research and through 
her songs, she was able to convey resem-
blances of her sister to their great-grand-
mother in ‘‘Look Close.’’ In ‘‘I Will/With You,’’ 
Ms. Burson encourages her grandmother to 
share her memories so that she and others 
will forever remember their history. 

In ‘‘Baby Boy,’’ Clare Burson describes a 
metaphorical hole in her great-great-grand-
mother’s home after sending her son to Lith-
uania to escape conscription to military service 
in the German army. Although not in her 
lyrics, Ms. Burson shared a piece of her fam-
ily’s history saying that her great-great-grand-
mother sent her son to Lithuania in 1893 with 
a trunk of belongings and a wedge of cheese 
made by his mother. He then moved to South 
Africa and stayed there for 10 years before 
moving to Memphis, where he married her 
great-grandmother, Clare. They had 4 children 
including her grandmother who, when she 
passed away, gave her the cheese. That 
wedge of cheese still exists and is now 117 
years old. 

Sixty-five years after the Holocaust, the 
number of Jewish Holocaust survivors and 
those who lived during that time is decreasing. 
Like many events in our history, both good 
and bad, we must ensure the fundamental na-
ture of the Holocaust is passed along to future 
generations. There must never again be such 

a display of intolerance towards any group of 
people. Thank you Clare Burson for giving us 
such beautiful music set to your family’s 
memories and our shared history. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE WESTERN 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY VEHI-
CLE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

HON. RICK LARSEN 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the Western 
Washington University Vehicle Research Insti-
tute for their outstanding achievements in the 
X Prize Automotive competition. 

The X Prize Competition challenged our 
best scientists and engineers to develop a 
new car that could achieve fuel efficiency of 
over 100 miles per gallon in real world driving. 
To win, the car had to be safe, affordable and 
potentially desirable to consumers. 

Western Washington’s team, comprised en-
tirely of undergraduate students, developed 
and entered a 2-seat car, the Viking 45, in the 
‘‘alternative’’ class. Their car successfully navi-
gated several rounds of testing, becoming the 
only American university team to reach the 
finals of the competition. 

The success of the Viking 45 continues the 
long tradition of excellence at the Vehicle Re-
search Institute. I commend them for their suc-
cess in the X Prize competition and their con-
tinuing outstanding work to develop the next 
generation of passenger vehicles. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF 
NUESTRA SEÑORA DE LOS DOLO-
RES DE LAS VEGAS GRANDES, 
NEW MEXICO 1835–2010 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. LUJÁN. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 175th anniversary of Las 
Vegas, New Mexico. 

Established by a land grant from the Gov-
ernment of Mexico, the City of Las Vegas was 
founded on the Gallinas River on April 6th, 
1835. Las Vegas soon found prosperity as a 
trading hub on the Sante Fe Trail, and later as 
a stop on the railroad between Atchison, To-
peka, and Santa Fe. 

Throughout its 175 years, Las Vegas has 
flourished; becoming a regional center for cul-
tural and social diversity; seeing the establish-
ment of theaters, schools, newspapers, and li-
braries. As many historic towns in America 
have experienced, the people of Las Vegas 
have seen challenges throughout their storied 
history including epidemics, economic depres-
sions, and political turmoil. 

However, with over 900 buildings recog-
nized by the National Register of Historic 
Places, and the claim to forming the New 
Mexico Militia and the 1st United States Vol-
unteer Calvary, Las Vegas can point to a 
strong and proud history of perseverance and 
dedication that is worthy of admiration. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing the celebration of the people of Las 
Vegas as they celebrate their city’s anniver-
sary. The longevity of Las Vegas is a testa-
ment to the communal bonds established 
there, and it is an inspirational achievement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAIWAN ON THE 
OCCASION OF NATIONAL DAY 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 24, 2010 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to salute Taiwan on its forthcoming National 
Day on October 10, 2010. 

Taiwan is a model of success in Asia. 
Through hard work and ingenuity, Taiwan has 
become one of the strongest economies in the 
Asia Pacific. 

Two years ago, Taiwan was in the midst of 
a global economic crisis. After taking some 
notable economic measures, Taiwan is ex-
pected to bring its unemployment rate below 5 
percent, and GDP is expected to grow by 4.72 
percent this year. 

Taiwan is also a showcase democracy and 
continues to strengthen its democratic institu-
tion. The accomplishments of Taiwan, whether 
economic or political, are truly remarkable. 

On the occasion of Republic of China’s Na-
tional Day, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing new era of peace and prosperity be-
tween Taiwan and mainland China. There 
have been many agreements between the two 
sides, including direct air and sea links, in-
creased mutual investments, and exchanges 
of peoples. 

Also, my congratulations to Taiwan for its 
continued participation in the World Health As-
sembly meetings last May in Geneva. We 
should also acknowledge Taiwan’s humani-
tarian assistance to Haiti and Taiwan’s med-
ical and public health missions to Pacific is-
land countries in recent years. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Taiwan. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO STEPHEN B. FALEK 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 24, 2010 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Stephen B. Falek, 
Associate Director for the Housing Authority of 
the City of Milwaukee, who will retire in Octo-
ber, 2010, after 38 years of distinguished serv-
ice. 
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